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The road we’ve traveled… 
Dodgen Industries ~ Born Free RV 

Founded in 1947 by John, Joe and Jack Dodgen, Dodgen Industries, Inc. became known for manufacturing feed and 

grain handling equipment; featuring bulk feed trucks, self-unloading systems, hydraulic loaders and mobile palletizers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dodgen Industries, Inc. diversified in 1969 and designed a slide-in camper with a tag-axle which allowed standard 

pickup trucks to carry larger and heavier campers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

During the early 1970's, the company expanded its position in the recreational vehicle industry with the introduction of 

its first “Born Free Motorcoach” class C motor home. Ford Motor Company’s cutaway chassis became available in 

1975 allowing more room in the cab and Dodgen Industries, Inc. developed a molded fiberglass body to fit. Born Free 

Motorcoach received immediate recognition, winning awards for aerodynamic styling and fuel economy. 
Born Free Motorcoaches are now offered in a variety of floor plans ranging from 21’ to 33’ in length, and are available 

on Ford or GM Chassis.  Born Free caters to a niche market of RV enthusiasts who are highly discriminating and insist 

on a high quality, reliable and durable RV.  The typical Born Free customer is 55+ years of age, has owned six RV’s 

and have been active in the RV lifestyle for two decades. 

In 2008 new molds were completed making the fiberglass bodies even more aerodynamic, with improved form, fit and 

function as well as added storage. All vehicles manufactured are constructed with at least three 2” tubular steel roll 

bars, and wood frame walls.  The durable construction and superior drivability of vehicles manufactured by Dodgen 

Industries, Inc. has contributed to the unique claim of not a single fatality or serious injury in over 40 years.   

Dodgen Industries, Inc. is still a privately held corporation based in Humboldt, Iowa. It’s Recreational and Commercial 

Vehicles are sold factory-direct from factory owned sales lots in Humboldt, Iowa.  John N. Dodgen owns 100% of the 

company’s voting stock. John C.T. Dodgen is CEO/President and Dennis Day is Vice President. 

Potential customers are encouraged to visit the company for a plant tour to see first hand the quality in construction 

and components which are used in each Dodgen/Born Free vehicle. The dedication to continuous improvement of its 

products and services is evident in the quality of its coaches and the loyalty of its customers.  “The advantage of a 

small business is flexibility,” Dodgen says, “if times change, you can change with them.” 
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This 1974 tag-axle slide-in camper 

is available for viewing in our     

factory showroom. 

The road we’ve traveled… 

1976 Born Free Motorhome 

1973 Born Free Motorhome 
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Personalized Quality From Start to Finish...Each Born Free is designed to meet the individual needs of each 
owner and the options they have selected for their Best In The Industry RV. 

Quality Control, Air Test, Water Test, Road Test 

Cabinet Masters...CNC Router, cabinet construction and assembly 

Fiberglass Fabricators...Preparing fiberglass body, fiberglass exterior storage boxes, fiberglass steps, and other components. 

                                     Customized Floorplans                                    Chassis Preparation             Installing Suspension 

Safety Roll Bars 

Team Assembly...Each coach is assembled by a team of skilled craftsmen.  
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The Born Free Jewel is Born Free’s latest small sized entry into our model lineup. Are you intrigued by Class 

B vans but yet desire just a bit more roominess? The Jewel is just for you! The compact design makes  

parking an ease as well as maneuvering in city traffic. For owners who want a travel/tailgate vehicle with the 

option of overnight camping, this layout is just right for you. With furniture options, full kitchen, large  

refrigerator, and bathroom with separate shower, the features are accented by Born Free’s legendary cabinet 

quality and workmanship.  

Born Free Jewel 
Jewel

21' 10"  

(E-Series Chassis) 
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Born Free Freedom 

The Born Free Freedom gives you the best of both worlds in any of the 23' floor plan designs. The shorter,      

compact size allows you to go wherever your imagination would like to take you. The Freedom provides a 

roomy, spacious interior design that feels like a larger motor home. The biggest surprise in a coach of this 

size is the    separate shower that you typically would only find in a larger coach. The living room has the 

diversity to allow you to design any furniture option and combination we offer to meet your family's needs. 

Our queen size cab-over bed option now gives you a very comfortable memory foam mattress. Coupled 

with Flexsteel chairs and Villa sofa beds, you will have the finest furniture choices in the industry. New 

amenities such as all LED lighting both inside & out, power day/night shades, laid tile floor and glass tile 

back splash are just a few of the features found in the Freedom giving you the feel of a larger luxury motor 

home, in a much smaller size!  

Freedom 
23' 9"     

(E-Series Chassis) 

Royal Freedom  
26' 11"     

(F-Series Chassis) 
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